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To all whom it may coricenv: 

Be it known tliat I, James A. Douglass, a 
citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
Alliance, in the county of Stark and State of 
S Oliio, have invented a new and useful Iin- 
provenient in BuUding-Blocks, of wluch the 
following is a full, clear, and exact descnp- 

ff^ly invention relates to a building-block 

lo made of plastic material; and the principal 
objects thereof are to provide a block of such 
construction that it can be made m large 
sizes so as to take the place of a stone or sev- 
eral bricks without unduly increasing the 

IS weight, and therefore making it possible to 
lay the bloclcs much more rapidly than bricks 
can be laid. . , . ^. 

Further objects of the invention are to 
provide ventilation both vertically and lon- 

2o eitudinally; to provide separate inside and 
outside air-spaces insulated from each other, 
so as to prevent radiation and secure great 
warmth; to provide a plurality of air-spaces 
separated by incombustible walls, so as to se- 

25 cure thoroughly fireproof construction; to 
do away with studding and lathii^, thus 
aflfording a great saving m cost and adding to 
the fireproof nature of the walls; to do away 
with plastering for the purpose of saving 

30 labor, and to provide means by which door 
and window casings and the like can be 
readily appUed to the blocks. 

My invention also comprises the formation 
of a block with a face to imitate smooth 
pressed brick or rock, with penciled Imes be- 
tween the representations of the several 
parts thereof, and a furrowed rear surface 
for a coat of finishmg-plaster or a smooth 
rear surface for the apphcation of calcmiine. 

40 -Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, formmg a part of this specihca- 
tion, in which similar characters of reference 
indicate corresponding parts in all the ng- 

ures. . . J! V -ij- 

45 Figiure 1 is a perspective view of a biuldmg, 
block constructed in accordance with the 
prmciple of my mvention. Fig. 2 is a sec- 
tional view of the same on the line 2 2 of Fig. 
1, and Fig. 3 is a sectional view on the hne 

so s'Sof Fig. 1. . , ^, , 

My building-block is preferably provided 
with a central longitudmal partition a, an 
outside wall 6, and an mside wall c. Al- 
though I have shown three such walls, it will 

51: be understood that additional ones may be 
added without departing from the spmt of 


my invention. These walls divide the block 
into compartments and afford contmuouS' 
parallel air-passages i, extending from the 
bottom to the top of the block. These pas- 60 
sages are disconnected from each other on 
account of the imperforate partition a, and 
this affords a dead-au: space on each side of 
the partition, thus adding to the warmth and 
insulating qualities of the wall. 

It will be seen that when these blocks .ore 
place(l one above another to form the wall 
these veutilating-passages will coMtitute 
portions of passages extendmg from the bot- 
tom of the building to the top and that the 70 
walls I and c will constitute, respectively, 
the outside and inside walls of the building. 
Although the two passages d are separated 
from each other, they are respectively con- 
nected with the passages in adjacent blocks 75 
by means of perforations e in the end walls/ 
ol the block. Perforations or grooves e' are 
also provided on the upper and lower faces 
of the end walls for a similar nurpose. In 
each of the end walls a vertical groove ^ is 80 
also preferably provided, this groove bemg 
connected with the rear groove e' by means 
of inclined channels A. The grooves g are 
preferably semicvlindrical, so that when two 
blocks are placeS end to end a cylindrical 85 
vertical passajjje is provided between them. 

The rear wdl c is preferably provided with 
a roughened face for the reception of plas- 
ter; but when calcimine is to be applied a 
smooth face is provided. The front wall 6 is 90 
preferably provided with a face I in the form 
of a representation ot a portion of apressed- 
brick wall — that is, showmg a series of smooth 
brick faces in their natural size, with pencil- 
ing of a lighter or different color between 95 

Ir^ the manufacture of tlie block it will be 
readily undertood that it can be made in any 
desired size, according to the requirements 
of the building; but I prefer to make it m 100 
such size that the front of the block will rep- 
resent the front faces of seven and one-half 
bricks. In the front wall also there are per- 
forations m, similar to the perforations e. 
Bpth of these sets of perforations are adapt- 105 
ed to receive wooden plugs n. These wooded 
plu'ys are preferably soaked in oil before ap- 
plication and are inserted when window and 
door casmgs are to be attached.- They are 
also used for the purpose of securing an or- 110 
namental face of marble, glass, steely or any 
other desired material. In applymg the 


10/31/2003, EAST Version: 1.4.1 


880,017 


casmga asbestos piaper may be used- to ex-^ 
elude aip and render them Mepiwf. 

Haying thus described my invention, I 
claim as new and desire to secure hw lMtm 
5 Patent — . 

L A building-block having a plurality of 
parallel longitudind passages extending 
ttom top to bottom of the block, a groove in 
the end tace of the block, and channels con- 
ic necting the said groove dfanectly with tbe^said 
flWMiajned passages. 

2. A hollow buflding-block having an «id 
wau provided with perforation* or passages 
communicating with theinfcBrtorx)f the Mode 
lb a groove in the face of the end wall j and pas"^ 
saj^s for connecting said groove with the-m* 
tenor of the Mock 


3;^ Abuilding.block having a plurality of 
pawlW^ bngitadinal: pasB^es^exteifc 
from the top to the bottomrfthe bloSTimd io 
openiMs leading from the passages to the 
ends of aieblock whereby to connSt thepa^ 
sages of abutting bloclffl, and a. verSod 
groove m the endfaces of the block between 
said passages, the grooves of abutting blocks as 
coactmg to form vertical passage. 

In tMtimony whereof I have mgnwP iny 
name* to tlltt speeificati^^^ in^ ^ mamot 
two'subscribi^ f 

WnxiAM P. KbrsBY. 
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